
Welcome to Property Bulletin, our 
monthly publication to keep you up 
to date with news from the property 

management sector and the services 
that RDP Newmans can offer.

In this edition, we look at how 
RDP Newmans can help property 
management companies comply 

with the latest technical releases and 
ways to meet the energy efficiency 

requirements of the Energy Bill.
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As you will be aware, recent technical releases  
and the support given to them by the Association  
of Residential Managing Agents (ARMA) and the 
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) have 
brought about a significant change in emphasis  
when it comes to reporting within the sector.

Consequently, it is essential that you provide high 
quality, transparent service charge accounts, with 
complete and accurate records for every transaction. 
This will ensure that it is clear exactly how the funds 
have been spent.

Working with a firm that combines the relevant 
accountancy skills with a true understanding of the 
sector and an ability to listen to your needs can 

relieve you of much of this extra burden, leaving  
you free to concentrate on the core area of managing 
the properties you run.

That’s exactly what you’ll find at RDP Newmans. 
We offer years of experience in dealing with the 
preparation, certification and auditing of service 
charge accounts for many property management 
companies, as well as a personal approach that can 
make a real difference to meeting the needs of both 
the company and cost-conscious residents. Indeed, 
our individual, practical and professional service, 
coupled with an in-depth knowledge of accounting  
for the residential leasehold sector, means we are 
ideally placed to reduce costs and maximise the 
efficiency of all leasehold operations.
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If you have any feedback about this Property Bulletin or would like 
to contribute towards next month’s edition, please contact us on 
020 8357 2727 or email accounts@rdpnewmans.com 

Meeting the energy efficiency requirements for properties

With so many matters to take care of on behalf of their 
clients, property management companies may not 
have had time to consider whether they are minimising 
the energy costs within the buildings they look after.

However, this issue is set to come to the fore in the 
next few years, following changes to the Energy 
Bill. These amendments mean that, from April 2016, 
any reasonable requests from tenants or the local 
authority to improve the property cannot be refused.

Two years after that, it will become illegal to let any 
commercial or residential premises which has an 
energy efficiency rating of F or G. As a result, more 
than 682,000 properties will need to be upgraded. 
While this could be an expensive process, a new 
scheme from the Carbon Trust and Siemens 
Financial Services could reduce the costs involved.

Under the scheme, which will be worth up to £550 
million over the next three years, individuals who  
own buildings which are leased out or those renting 
them can apply for flexible financing to invest in  
new, more efficient equipment. With repayments 
calculated so that they are offset by the anticipated 
energy savings, the financing option is designed  
to pay for itself.

Subject to a satisfactory trading history, credit  
checks and energy saving assessment, they will be 
able to arrange financing from Siemens Financial 
Services for amounts from £1,000, with potentially  
no upper limits.

More information on the scheme – and other ways  
to cut energy costs – is available from the Carbon 
Trust website at www.carbontrust.co.uk


