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A clear majority of tenants are far from convinced that any 
one political party will be able to tackle the UK’s housing 
crisis. New research by the National Landlords Association 
found that six in ten tenants have been left nonplussed  
by the General Election policies that have been  
announced so far.

While the Conservatives have yet to confirm the  
proposals which will feature in their manifesto, the other 
main parties have already outlined the plans which they 
hope will woo voters.

Labour is planning a raft of reforms to the private rental 
market, including default three-year tenancies and a ban on 
letting agent fees. So far these proposals have received a 
rather muted response; although the official opposition may 
take some comfort in the fact that overall their approach to 
housing is seen as the most convincing by the electorate.

The Lib Dems, who have thrown their weight behind  

efforts to end so-called revenge evictions, are likely to  
be concerned that only two per cent of voters think that  
they have the best strategy.

Carolyn Uphill, chairman of the National Landlords 
Association, said all parties had work to do in this crucial 
area of policy-making.

“These findings suggest that as a vote-winning strategy, 
pitching to renters is falling flat on its face,” she said. “Tenants 
are at best undecided, or worse, have no faith in the ability of 
any of the parties to improve private housing across the UK.”

By planning ahead and ensuring that your company has  
a robust set of accounts and a health cash-flow you can be 
prepared to any impact future legislative changes may have.

Our team of property specialists at RDP Newmans can help 
you plan ahead and be prepared for what the future holds. 
Please contact us for more information.

Many tenants unmoved by parties’ 
housing proposals
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Late payment is the number one headache for landlords, 
new research has shown. A questionnaire conducted by  
an online letting agent, PropertyLetByUs, found that waiting 
on rent continued to cause financial difficulties for a large 
number of those who let properties. In fact a quarter of those 
surveyed stated that late payments were their chief concern.

Problem tenants, property damage and deposit disputes 
were also listed as some of the things that landlords 
worry about. Interestingly, despite a HMRC crackdown on 
undeclared income, there didn’t appear to be major worry 
about tax issues.

Jane Morris, managing director of PropertyLetByUs, said: “On 
the whole, 2014 was a good year for landlords, with increased 
tenant demand, rising rental income and asset value growth 
but late payment of rent is still a big issue for landlords.”

Recent figures from the National Landlords Association 

revealed that around a third of all landlords had struggled 
with rent arrears in 2014. The problems are likely to 
continue, with tenants often experiencing money troubles at 
this time of year following the expense of Christmas. Despite 
this Ms Morris said that, on the whole, it was shaping up to 
be a good 12 months for the rental sector.

“All the signs are showing that 2015 could be another 
bumper year for landlords. The good news is that the stress 
of void periods and finding new tenants will further diminish, 
as demand starts to outstrip supply.”

Rent arrears continue to be an issue in the rental sector and 
if you as the property agent are responsible for collection 
outstanding amounts it can be tough to know what to do. 

At RDP Newmans we can help you manage cash-flow 
and prepare your budget so that it is adaptable. For more 
information, please contact us. 

Rent arrears remain a problem for landlords

Private rent continues to rise

Private rent prices in the UK rose by three per cent across 
England and Wales in 2014, leaving tenants paying an 
average of £767 a month, according to new research.

Data from estate agents Your Move and Reeds Rains show 
that, despite falling fractionally in November and December 
last year, renters are now paying, on average, £22 more 
than they did at the end of 2013. However, regional figures 
indicate that prices in different parts of the UK have risen at 
a very different rate. 

Compared to a year ago, the East of England has seen 
the sharpest rise in costs, where rents have shot up by 7.6 
per cent. The East Midlands has also experienced a strong 
increase (6.2 per cent), as has London (4.1 per cent) and 
Yorkshire & the Humber (3.4 per cent).

In comparison tenants in the North East saw average rents 
drop by 2.1 per cent over 2014 and in the South West prices 
fell by 1 per cent.

Adrian Gill, director of Reeds Rains and Your Move, said: 
“Demand for homes to let is hotter than we would normally 
expect at this time of year. Historically, there is a tendency 
for rents to ease in the winter.”

Whether you are a private individual with one or numerous 
property investments, a landlord managing a rental property 
portfolio, an architect, an estate agent or a large property 
development group, our highly qualified team of accountants 
at RDP Newmans can help. 

For further information, please contact us.
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RDP Newmans has over 50 years’ experience in dealing with property management accounts meaning that 
our accountants are highly skilled and aware of the challenges faced by this sector. We can help you with any 
accounting requirements, which would free you up to concentrate on other important issues at hand.

If you have any feedback about this Property Bulletin or would like to contribute towards the next edition, please 
contact us on 020 8357 2727 or email enquiries@rdpnewmans.com
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